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The Karbala Opposition Newspaper
Its Establishment and Efforts in Supporting the Sha>ban Uprising
March 1991
Prof. Dr. Ismail Taha Al-Jabiri
College of Arts — Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq University
Assistant Lecturer Anwar Ahmed Majeed

College of Islamic Sciences — University of Baghdad
Abstract

he Karbala newspaper was published in Beirut in 1991 to oppose Saddam
Hussein’s regime and to defend the religious authority of Grand Ayatol-
lah Abu al-Qasim al-Khoei. It was co-published by Muhammad Ali al-
Shahristani and Hussein Sharaf al-Din, and sixty-two issues were released
before it ceased publication after the death of Grand Ayatollah al-Khoei,
deeming its mission complete.

Many Islamic figures and intellectuals opposed to Saddam Hussein»s policies
in governing the country, and his mistreatment and injustice towards all
Iraqis, and Shiites in particular, contributed articles to Karbala.

Karbala highlighted numerous topics and followed various activities, such as
Iraqi opposition conferences abroad and the conditions of displaced Iraqis
in the Rafha camp in Saudi Arabia, as well as the repercussions and effects
of the Shaban Uprising in March 1991.

This research consists of an introduction, three sections, and a conclusion.
The researchers focused on this topic. The first section, titled «Karbala
Newspaper: Origins and Founding Circumstances,» addresses the rea-
sons for the newspapens establishment, the circumstances surrounding its
founding, and the procedures followed in its publication.

The second section, titled «The Founders of the Newspaper: A Brief Over-
view of Their Biographies,» presents a concise overview of the lives of
the newspapers founders, Dr. Muhammad Ali al-Shahristani and Hussein
Sharaf al-Din. It reviews the background and upbringing of each, their

scholarly and intellectual contributions, and the institutions they helped
establish.

In the third section, the researchers chose the Shayban Uprising as one of the
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topics covered by the newspaper. Titled «The Sha)ban Uprising in March
1991 and the Newspapers Efforts in Supporting It,» the section focus-
es on mobilizing efforts to support the resulting disruption of the ruling
regime>s administrative structure, at the very least, and on supporting the
uprising through conferences and seminars that the newspaper organized
or contributed to.

The conclusion summarizes the most important findings of the research.

Keywords: The opposition, Karbala newspaper, the Sha’ban uprising, Mu-
hammad Ali al-Shahristani, Hussein Sharaf al-Din
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