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The Role of Media in Spreading Cultural Values and Tolerance and
Eliminating Extremist Ideologies (A Field Study in the City of Diwaniyah)
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Huda.hameed@qu.edu.iq
Abstract

The phenomenon of extremism takes on more dangerous dimensions in pluralistic
societies like Iraqi society, where the spread of extremist ideology among some
groups leads to similar reactions from other, distinct groups, resulting in an endless
cycle of extremism. Therefore, the aim of our research, entitled "The Role of Media
in Spreading Cultural Values and Tolerance and Eliminating Extremist Ideas," was
to identify the role of media in disseminating cultural values and promoting a
culture of tolerance in Iraqi society. The study aims to identify the extent to which
the public in Diwaniyah relies on media to obtain information related to cultural
values and tolerance, to uncover the reasons that drive the public to rely on media
to receive information related to cultural values and tolerance, and to identify the

2974


mailto:Huda.hameed@qu.edu.iq

2026 &1 21—l dnadallg &;L&z’g\j R | :th.,u 3.33\,]\ st T\
No.21 Mav 2026 Iragi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research | (\&
z Print ISSN 2710-0952 Electronic ISSN 2790-1254

most used media by the public to obtain information related to cultural values and
tolerance. It also aims to identify the most prominent cultural values included in
Iraqi media discourse from the public's point of view. This study analyzes the
impact of public reliance on media in curbing the spread of extremist ideologies. It
also offers recommendations to enhance the media's role in promoting a culture of
tolerance and countering extremist ideas within society. The study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach using a sample survey methodology. A number of
findings emerged, including the significant reliance of the public on media for
information, and the important role media plays in disseminating cultural values
and promoting tolerance. A correlation was also found between media exposure and
the promotion of positive values within society.

Keywords: media, cultural values, tolerance, extremist ideas, diwaniya
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