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Abstract

This study aims to explore journalists’ attitudes in digital media institutions and
assess their competence in using artificial intelligence (Al) technologies to detect
deepfake visual content amid the growing challenges of the digital media
environment. A survey descriptive-analytical approach was adopted, and data were
collected through a questionnaire administered to a sample of 70 journalists from
the Iraqi Journalists Syndicate — Baghdad Branch. The study examines awareness
of deepfake technologies, attitudes toward Al, technical competence, and related
challenges. The findings reveal high awareness and positive attitudes toward Al,
alongside a moderate level of practical competence. A gap between theoretical
knowledge and practical application was identified, in addition to challenges such
as insufficient training and limited institutional support. The study recommends
developing specialized training programs and enhancing technical infrastructure to
support the effective integration of Al in journalistic practice.
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