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Geographical analysis of the phenomenon of unaccompanied minors in the
city of Kirkuk: A study in its social and economic dimensions
Dr. Soungul Saud Mohammed
Abstract: This study aims — directly — to highlight the reality of the phenomenon
of homelessness of minors in the city of Kirkuk in terms of its characteristics, by
analyzing its spatial and demographic dimensions, considering this phenomenon
as one of the important social issues that has emerged prominently in light of the
economic and social transformations that Iraqgi society has witnessed in recent
years. The study also aims to reveal the social, economic, educational, and
pedagogical factors behind the spread of this phenomenon. Furthermore, the study
focused on the geographical distribution of these groups within the city and the
characteristics of the affected groups. The descriptive approach and case study
were used to describe the community, along with statistical methods. A
questionnaire consisting of (30) items distributed across four main axes was used:
the family factor, the social factor, the educational factor, and the economic factor.
A systematic random sample of street children was selected, and the study focused
on two main axes: the first axis: the theoretical and methodological framework of
the study, and the second axis: the field study in the city of Kirkuk, and the
analysis and interpretation. The research results showed an increase in the
percentage of homeless children due to divorce and domestic violence. The
research also highlighted the resulting societal disintegration and recommended
raising community awareness, as well as promoting religious and social values to
preserve family cohesion and unity.
Keywords: child, street children, homelessness
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