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Abstract

Linguistic studies—specifically contrastive linguistics—began towards the end
of the first half of the last century, with the aim of resolving issues of language
interference and facilitating the acquisition of new languages, as well as
applying to translation and the classification of world languages into families,
based on methodological principles. Contrastive linguistics is considered a
branch of applied linguistics; it requires a comparison between two languages in
any aspect of language, provided that this does not go beyond linguistic
characteristics and cultural background. The research adopts a comparative-
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analytical approach, seeking balance and comparison between the verb tenses of
the two languages—Arabic and Persian—without favouring one over the other;
for each language has its own people, speakers and literature, and Arabic and
Persian in particular have a distinguished history. Among the findings of this
research is that Persian has multiple tense rules that can be identified by fixed
indicators, whilst Arabic has concise rules in terms of the general framework; it
relies on contextual clues to determine overlapping tenses (past-present). Arabic
tenses are characterised by clear, uncomplicated rules; these can be grasped
despite the verb’s temporal diversity, which extends to eleven tenses; however,
learners can master this without undue difficulty. Both languages share the
feature of context, whereby the verb tense can be determined without explicit
clues .

Keywords: language, contrastive linguistics, Arabic, Persian, verb tense.
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