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The Purposes of Fronting and Postponing and Their Impact on Disrupting
the Speech Sequence
Dr. Haider Farhan Abdul
hfarhan@uowasit.edu.iq
University of Wasit/College of Basic Education
Abstract:
This research examines the phenomenon of fronting and postponing as a linguistic
technique in which grammatical relationships intertwine with stylistic dimensions,
contributing to highlighting the aesthetic appeal of the text and elevating it from the
standard form to the realm of creativity. It has been shown that this technique is
based on precise grammatical rules related to the concept of word order, whether
established or not, a concept laid down by early grammarians. The research
highlights the pioneering role of the leading grammarian Sibawayh in developing
the mental frameworks related to fronting and postponing. He indicated that a
speaker may present what is most important in their statement to achieve a specific
semantic purpose, as seen in interrogative structures and other forms, where
syntactic deviation contributes to directing and emphasizing the meaning. Finally,
the research concludes that the problem of fronting and backshifting lies in the
balance between standard grammatical rules on the one hand, and creative stylistic
visions on the other. This is clearly evident in issues such as fronting the two parts
of a predicate when they are definite, where rules intertwine with semantic
intentions in shaping meaning.
Keywords: Fronting and back shifting , grammatical order, speech chain.
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