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Independent Reasoning ( ‘Aglaniyyah Ijtihadiyyah) and the Renewal of the

Principles of Jurisprudence in Imami Jurisprudential Thought: A Critical

Reading of Sayyid Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr’s Project
M.Sc. Murtadha Ja‘far Shaker Al-Suwaidan
University of Maysan / College of Education
Abstract

This study addressed the topic of ijtihad-based rationality and the renewal of the
principles of jurisprudence in Imami legal theory through a critical examination
of the project of Sayyid Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr, who is regarded as one of the
most prominent renewalist thinkers in contemporary Islamic thought. The study
was based on a central problem represented in investigating the extent to which
al-Sadr succeeded in reconstructing the Imami ijtihad methodology upon
modern epistemological and methodological foundations while preserving the
traditional reference framework of the Imami legal-theoretical system. The study
aimed to clarify the concept of ijtihad-based rationality in al-Sadr’s thought,
analyze the epistemological and methodological foundations upon which his
legal-theoretical project was established, identify the manifestations of renewal
in the discussions of authority (hujjiyyah), practical principles, and rational
conduct (al-sirah al-‘uqala’iyyah), in addition to evaluating the limits of this
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renewal and its critical problematic aspects. The study adopted the analytical,
descriptive, and critical approaches, while benefiting from the comparative
method whenever necessary, through analyzing al-Sadr’s legal-theoretical and
philosophical writings, particularly The Logical Foundations of Induction and
Lessons in the Science of Legal Theory. The study concluded that al-Sadr’s
project was not merely a formal development of legal theory, but rather
represented an integrated epistemological attempt to reorganize the Imami
ijtihad-based intellect in light of inductive logic, probability theory, and the
philosophy of modern science. The study also demonstrated that al-Sadr
succeeded in deepening the rational and analytical dimensions within legal-
theoretical thought while remaining committed to the traditional reference
framework of the Imami heritage. Furthermore, the study showed that despite
the challenges faced by al-Sadr’s project—particularly regarding the limits of
employing probabilistic methodology and the institutional difficulty in receiving
some of its philosophical dimensions—it significantly contributed to the
development of contemporary legal-theoretical thought and opened new
horizons for modern ijtihad studies. The study recommended expanding
academic research related to the epistemological structure of al-Sadr’s project
and rereading the Imami legal-theoretical heritage in light of modern analytical
methodologies.

Keywords:Ijtihad-Based Rationality, Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, Imami Legal
Theory, Inductive Logic.
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