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Abstract

This study analyzes the reality of teaching Islamic Knowledge in Iragi primary
schools, identifies the most frequently used teaching methods, and diagnoses
classroom and institutional obstacles that limit lesson effectiveness. It ultimately
proposes practical recommendations that can be implemented within primary
school settings. The study is based on the educational assumption that religious
education is not achieved through the transmission of information or
memorization of texts alone; rather, it requires transforming concepts and values
into meaningful learning and behavioral experiences. Accordingly, the teaching
method becomes a central factor in developing understanding, value formation,
and conduct, especially in the primary stage, where learners are highly
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responsive to observation, modeling, interaction, and concrete examples. The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical method within an exploratory mixed
design. Quantitative data were collected through a structured questionnaire
administered to a main sample of 380 Islamic Knowledge teachers across five
Iraqi governorates, after conducting a pilot application with an independent
sample of 40 teachers to examine item clarity and psychometric properties.
Semi-structured interviews were also conducted with teachers and school
principals to interpret the quantitative findings and provide deeper field-based
insight. The questionnaire covered five domains: teaching methods, classroom
interaction management, instructional aids, assessment practices, and obstacles.
Its face and content validity were verified by specialist reviewers, and its overall
reliability coefficient using Cronbach’s alpha reached 0.88. The findings
indicate that lecture, guided discussion, and educational storytelling are the most
frequently used methods, whereas role-play and problem-solving are used less
often. The results also show that limited lesson time, content density, lack of
teaching aids, and insufficient specialized training are the most influential
obstacles. The study recommends practical teacher training, assessment reform
to measure understanding, application, and behavior, provision of low-cost
teaching aids, and restructuring lesson time to enable realistic use of interactive
strategies.

Keywords: Teaching Methods; Islamic Education; Islamic Knowledge; Primary
Stage; Iraqg.
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