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John Philoponus as a Source for

Addressing the Problem of Evil
among Muslim Philosopher

Abstract

This research discusses the hypothesis
that the Christian philosopher John
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Deserved Perfection, Metaphysical
Evil, Natural Evil, Moral Evil)
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Philoponus, known in the Arab world as
Yahya Al-Nahawi, had an impact on the
philosophical treatment of the problem
of evil among Muslim philosophers,
specifically Al-Farabi, Avicenna , and
Al-Ghazali. The study begins with a
brief of  philosophical
interpretations of evil in Greek
philosophy, followed by an examination
of John Philoponus's philosophical
treatment of evil. It then investigates his
influence on the texts of Eastern
philosophers who agreed with him on
defining evil and its relationship to the
existence of matter and the world of

overview

possibility, and denying divine relation.
However, they differed in
distinguishing between levels of evil,
such as metaphysical, natural, and
moral evil. Despite the clear influence
and possibility of comparison, Islamic
philosophers did not merely borrow
ideas but also critiqued some of them
and added new dimensions to the
problem of evil.
presenting the concept of choice and the
concept of dominance in Al-Farabi, to
expand ,detailing  evil based on
Avicenna , towards Al-Ghazali who re-
structured the ideas of John Philoponus
and transferred them to the field of

psychology.

ranging  from

Key words:

(Evil, Choice, Overpowering, Free
Will, Absence of Good, Possibility,
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