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The Emergence of the State of Finland (1917-1920)
AL. Zinab Mundir Shihab Ahmad
University of Diyala — College of Education for Humanities and Social Science

Abstract:

This study examines the emergence of the Finnish state during the period 1917-
1920, a phase marked by profound political and social transformations. The issue of
land ownership and the conflict between landowners and tenants constituted a
central Ls> in social tensions, while World War I contributed to economic and
living crises that affected both rural and urban areas.This period also witnessed the
consolidation of political parties, particularly the Social Democratic Party(SDP)
and the Agrarian Union (Maalaisliitto), which mobilized peasants and tenant
farmers. Following the declaration of independence on December 6, 1917, the
subsequent civil war in 1918, the enactment of the Tenant Farmers Act
(Torpparilaki) in 1918, and the signing of the Treaty of Tartu in 1920, the features
of the modern Finnish state began to emerge as a sovereign entity recognized
internationally. This research aims to examine the internal and external factors that
contributed to this formation and to analyze the role of social and political conflict
in shaping the nature of the new state
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