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Abstract

Purity in the belief system of the inhabitants of the Kingdom of Hatra
was considered one of the most essential pillars to be observed before
undertaking any religious ritual or social custom. The Hatran people
placed great emphasis on employing both material and spiritual means of
purification, including water, oil, incense, and fire, in addition to chanting
supplications and reciting religious incantations. This was done to attain
purity, which was believed to cleanse them of impurities and sins and
bring them closer to the gods.

Bathing with water, burning incense, and removing footwear were
among the most important purification practices upheld by the inhabitants
of the Kingdom of Hatra, particularly before performing prayers and
pilgrimage, and when visiting and communing with the gods in temples
and homes. Purity was also regarded as an essential obligation prior to
celebrating religious festivals and social occasions. Priests and
worshippers were keen to bathe, burn incense, and light fires during

religious and national festivals. They also committed themselves to
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purifying new houses by sprinkling them with holy water and reciting
religious incantations to rid them of evil spirits. Furthermore, certain social
customs, such as marriage ceremonies, required washing the bride and
groom and sprinkling them with sacred water and oil so that they might
receive divine blessing and care.
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