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Abstract

It is well established that modern Arabic poetry has undergone radical and influential transformations in both
content and tools. The most prominent of these was the functional use of the symbol as a medium for indirect
expression. Given that modern Arabic poetry serves as a fertile ground for artistic and intellectual
experimentation, poets have adopted sophisticajedgxpressive styles, most notably symbolism, as a means to
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convey deep psychological emotions and ideas, while masking the prevailing political and social realities

Symbolism has become one of the most significant literary schools, sparking a profound revolution in literary
history in terms of both form and substance. Some argue that it was inspired by the poetry and writings of
modern European philosophers, which exerted a clear and distinct influence on contemporary Arab poets. This
influence brought about a fundamental shift in the concept of the Arabic poem; whereas it was traditionally
known for its emotional reliance on the poet’s persona, it became more complex due to its dependency on
symbols.These symbols subsequently came to express the poet’s ambiguous experiences through an abundance
of cryptic icons, imagery, and connotations, which the poet leaves without any clarification for the recipient.
Furthermore, the symbol functions as a subtle utterance, akin to a whisper, or a slight movement of the lips
conveying obscure speech.It [the symbol] did not aim at embellishment or decoration, but rather at rebellion
and signaling from behind a veil. In this study, we have sought to shed light on this strategy in his poetry,
starting with an analysis of the symbolic tools employed by the poet, moving through their aesthetic and
intellectual dimensions, and examining their relationship with the social and political reality. Here, concealment
is not an escape from confrontation, but rather a more effective and profound form of it. Through this research,
we hope to open a broader horizon for understanding Al-Bayati’s symbolic experience as both a rhetorical and
existential journey, where the subjective merges with the collective, the manifest intersects with the hidden, and
the poetic intertwines with the political. This research seeks to examine this phenomenon in his poetry by
analyzing the symbols and "masks" that hide the poetic self behind them.Our primary objective is to uncover
the (Mechanisms of Symbolic Concealment in Al-Bayati’s Poetry(The research plan is divided into an
introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion with findings, in addition to footnotes and a bibliography. The
first chapter introduces the poet, his life, and his stance on symbolism. The second chapter explores the concept
of symbolism as a concealment mechanism in Al-Bayati’s poetry, its forms, dimensions, and motives. Finally,
the third chapter provides applied analyses of selected texts from Al-Bayati’s poetry.

Keywords:Symbolism, Concealment and Masks, Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati, Modern Poetry.
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