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Abstract:

This research aims to uncover the hidden dimensions of
"greenwashing" and its negative socioeconomic impacts that hinder the path to
a just transition. The study is based on the premise that environmental
initiatives that disregard ethical standards and social responsibility inevitably
become *‘environmental deception,” shifting costs onto the most vulnerable
communities. The research employs a deductive-analytical approach,
supported by real-world case studies and utilizing the ""doughnut economy"'
model as a benchmark. The study's key conclusion is that a genuine green
transition is not achieved simply by reducing emissions, but by ensuring that
the ""ecological ceiling™ is not exceeded while maintaining a *'social minimum."
Ignoring this balance leads to what is known as *‘green colonialism."
Keywords: China, Democratic Republic of Congo, Norway, Sami people,
greenwashing, just transition.
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