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The dialectic of reason and
text: a theological study

Abstract

This study addresses the dialectic of
reason and revelation in Islamic kalam
thought as a  relationship  of
complementarity rather than
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and revelation remains its criterion—
together forming a harmony that
expresses the essence of divine guidance
and the higher objectives of Shari‘a,

Keywords: (dialectic, reason,
revelation, theologians).
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contradiction, It analyzes the rational
and textual stances of the major
theological schools: the Mu‘tazila, who
regarded reason as the foundation for
understanding divine unity and moral
value; the Ash‘arites, who confined
reason to interpreting revelation without
independent authority in legislation, The
study also examines the Imami (Shi‘a)
school, which granted reason a high
status, viewing it as the “inner proof,”
holding that revelation cannot be
comprehended except through the light
of reason, and that the interdependence
of the two is a necessity of faith. The
research adopts  an analytical-
comparative methodology to examine
Qur’anic, hadith, and usil (theological-
legal) texts concerning the limits of
reason and the indications of revelation,
It demonstrates that the historical tension
between them is only apparent—
stemming from misinterpretation rather
than from the nature of revelation itself,
The importance of this study lies in
showing how the balance between
reason and revelation, as articulated by
classical theologians, preserved the unity
and methodological coherence of Islamic
thought, Reviving this harmony on
magqasidi  (purpose-oriented), rational,
and textual foundations contribute to
renewing contemporary Islamic thought
and realizing the ultimate aim of
revelation, wherein reason remains the
instrument for understanding the text
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