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Abstract:

This research examines the importance of folklore in the short stories of Azhar
Jirjis, highlighting its profound influence on shaping the cultural and social
identity of the Iraqi people. The study explores how Jirjis draws upon traditional
elements such as tales and legends, emphasizing their active role in developing
characters and events that reflect the depth of human experience The research
includes an artistic and social analysis demonstrating the role of literature in
preserving values and customs, and sheds light on how folklore interacts with
contemporary life contexts. The study reveals the tensions between traditional
values and modern changes, showing that folklore is not merely a memory of the
past, but a vibrant force that influences the formation of cultural identity. This
makes Jirjis's literature a bridge connecting the past and present. The research
concludes by presenting the impact of this folklore on shaping individuals'
awareness and understanding of their social and political reality.

Keywords: Folklore, short story, book, Above the Land of Darkness.
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