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The Concept of Sovereignty between

Jean  Bodin and  Jean-Jacques
Rousseau
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While Bodin
sovereignty centralized single
authority, Rousseau emphasized popular
sovereignty and direct democracy. This
demonstrates that Bodin's theory
contributed to the foundation of the
modern strong state, while Rousseau laid
the philosophical
modern democracy.

focused on state
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Abstract:

The importance of this research lies in
its  attempt to
understanding by studying the concept
of sovereignty. Sovereignty is one of the
most significant concepts in political
philosophy, developed by numerous
philosophers throughout history. Among
the most prominent thinkers who
addressed this topic are Jean Bodin
(1530-1596) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(1712-1778).

enrich academic

Jean Bodin defined sovereignty as an
absolute and perpetual authority within
the state, bound only by divine and
natural perspective,
sovereignty must be indivisible and
centralized in the hands of the ruler, as
he believed political stability could only
be achieved through a strong central
authority.

laws. From his

On the other hand, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau adopted a different view,
arguing that sovereignty belongs to the
people as a whole, rather than being the
exclusive domain of a single ruler. He
developed the concept of the "general
will", which means that laws should
reflect the collective will of society, not
the will of an individual or a specific
group. Rousseau also emphasized that
sovereignty is inalienable, meaning
rulers cannot possess it but are merely its
executors.
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