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The Concept of Freedom According to
Contemporary Imami Thinkers

Abstract

Freedom is a central concept in Islamic
thought, addressed by the contemporary
Imami school with a vision that balances
authentic  religious  principles and
modern  realities. Owing to its
significance, debates have intensified
regarding the limits of freedom amid
modern challenges, which necessitates
presenting a comprehensive Islamic
perspective.

The study shows that the linguistic
meaning of freedom revolves around
liberation from bondage and constraints,
while the terminological meaning has
evolved to express “an individual’s
ability to choose and act according to
their own will, without causing harm to
others”.

The Islamic perspective distinguishes
between an absolute freedom—a natural,
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innate right—and a conditional form in
which regulations are imposed to protect
both the individual and society. Thus,
freedom in Islam is responsible and
regulated, not chaotic or unrestricted,
and it derives its legitimacy from being a
means to achieve pure servitude to God,
through which the human being is
liberated from subjugation to other
creatures.
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