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Contexts of the Term “Ummah” in the Holy Qur’an: A Textual Study
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Language
Email: abbasyounis@uohamdaniya.edu.iq

Abstract:
It is well known that the meanings and significations of words are closely connected
to the context in which they occur, and that the multiplicity of meanings in
dictionaries corresponds to the multiplicity of contexts. Accordingly, this study first
clarifies the original (lexical) meanings of the word ummah (3=l) as agreed upon by
most lexicographical sources, and then examines it within its Qur’anic context and
usage from a text-linguistic perspective. The study reveals the relationship between
the duality of meaning and structure, and demonstrates the cohesion and coherence
between the word as it appears in the context of the noble Qur’anic verses.
The reason for selecting the Holy Qur’an as the field of study—particularly for this
word—is the multiplicity of readings and meanings that may be understood from it.
The word occurs more than fifty (50) times in the Holy Qur’an in its various forms.
In addition, the Qur’anic text is free from error and interpolation, and this research
is undertaken in service of the Glorious Qur’an. This research includes a study of
the semantics of the word ummah in the Qur’anic context, aiming to uncover the
ways in which the Qur’anic text employs this word, and to clarify the positions of
its occurrence and its different meanings as determined by varying contexts. The
study begins with a brief introduction to the concept of context linguistically and
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technically, as well as the meaning of ummah linguistically and terminologically,
and then proceeds to examine the contexts and usages of the word in the Qur’anic
text .

Keywords: Context — Semantics — The Holy Qur’an — Textual Study
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