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Abstract

This study examines the professional and political trajectory of Prime Minister
Fouad Siniora and his role in managing public finance and executive authority in
post—civil war Lebanon. It traces his upbringing in Sidon in 1943 and his education
at the American University of Beirut, where he acquired an economic and
administrative background that paved the way for his early involvement in
academic and banking fields. In the early 1990s, Siniora entered public office in
the context of state reconstruction, serving as Minister of Finance in the
governments of Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, with a focus on restoring fiscal
regularity, stabilizing the exchange rate, and controlling public expenditure,
alongside managing public debt and financing reconstruction. During his
premiership between 2005 and 2009, he confronted major political and security
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challenges, yet pursued a cumulative reform trajectory that combined crisis
management with the modernization of legislative and institutional frameworks,
particularly in the financial and infrastructure sectors. The study concludes that
Siniora’s experience was characterized by institutional continuity despite relatively
slow progress and came to an end within a political settlement in 2009.

Keywords: Fouad Siniora, Fiscal Governance, Institutional Reform, Lebanese
Public Debt, Crisis Management, Postwar State.
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