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Susan Sontag and the Problem of Analysis in Modern Literary Criticism
Dr. Rabah Hamed Faleh
University of Anbar — College of Education for Humanities

Abstract

Modern approaches to literary criticism have relied on textual analysis as the most
operational and procedural method for reading texts. However, over time, these
approaches have led to an ever-expanding plurality that resists closure, with each
claiming greater validity in interpretation. Each methodology has produced
divergent meanings through distinct mechanisms, often allowing the analyst to
impose the intended meaning upon the text. Drawing on the ideas of Susan Sontag
in her work Against Interpretation, this study proposes a possible shift today
toward a stance “against analysis,” aiming at a mode of reading that prioritizes
construction and creative formation over analysis, in pursuit of a more constructive
literary future
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