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The role of dreams in political decision-making among the Assyrians in
light of cuneiform sources
Khudher Saleh Ahmed
University of Mosul /Department of Archaeology / College of Archaeology
Abstract

The study is divided into two sections. In the first section, we examined the
concept of dreams both linguistically and terminologically, then proceeded to
clarify the meaning of dreams in cuneiform sources and the forms in which they
appeared in the Sumerian and Akkadian languages. We also briefly discussed
the main deities associated with dreams, followed by an overview of the priests
specialized in dream interpretation, particularly the diviner priest (*bari*) and
the prophetic figure (raggintu), who were responsible for interpreting dreams
and conveying their meanings In the second section, we addressed the role of
dreams in political decision-making among the Assyrians, emonstrating how
dreams were used as a tool for legitimizing political authority, especially in
matters of war and peace. This is evident in the dreams of King Ashurbanipal
(668627 BC), King Tukulti-Ninurta 11 (890-884 BC), as well as the dream
reported by a figure known as B&l-Marduk-sum-usur. These dreams clearly
reflect how they were employed to support political and military decisions and
to associate them with divine will.
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