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Drop- down braids in Paulo Coelho's novel The Alchemist Identity research
Shaimaa Hadeed Danah

This research attempts to examine the concept of identity in the novel *The
Alchemist*, as it critiques Arabs' Arab identity and their self-knowledge. The
novel portrays the Arab as lost, even as Arab armies expanded their territories,
including Andalusia (Spain), which became Arab and where Islam spread. This
critique comes from the novel's author, Santiago, a Spaniard whose country
lacks an official language, as they speak Portuguese. Furthermore, the central
character, Santiago, remains lost in his search for identity and the land that
sustains him, Identity is like a flowing braid; strong and deeply rooted, yet it
weakens when an individual strays and takes circuitous paths in their search for
their identity, name, and existence. They may later discover that their name
already exists, their identity is fixed, and their lineage is firmly established.
Their search becomes an echo; when the voice rises, it returns broken to its
source. This research explores three axes: Axis One: A Journey into the Borders
of Self and Narrative Axis Two: Individual Identity, Existential Loss, and the
Illusion of Self-Proof Axis Three: National Identity and Cultural Embrace

Keywords: Identity, Alchemist, Loss and Proof .
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