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The Concept of Religious Justice between Accounting in Islam and Karma
in Buddhism: A Comparative Study in Doctrinal Foundations and Ethical
Conceptions
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Shaker Mahmood
Tikrit University — College of Education for Human Sciences
ahmed.sh.mahmood@tu.edu.iq

Summary

In the Islamic tradition, the concept of accountability is fundamentally based on
belief in God's divine authority and the afterlife event known as the Day of
Judgment. Individuals are held accountable for their actions in the presence of a
neutral God. The concept of divine justice inherently includes a form of personal
justice closely linked to God's attributes, including justice, mercy, and moral
considerations. This principle serves as a motivating force for Muslims to adhere
to Islamic law (Sharia), engage in self-improvement, and establish a balance
between rights and responsibilities. Conversely, in Buddhism, the doctrine of
karma is described as an impersonal law that connects actions to their
consequences through the cycles of life and the phenomenon of reincarnation.
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Universal justice, in this context, is not linked to a personal God but is instead
understood through a natural mechanism of moral causality.The moral
dimension guides individuals toward virtuous an compassionate behavior and
away from harmful actions to mitigate future repercussions. While Islam links
justice to God's deliberate will, Buddhism views it as a natural and impersonal
law. Both religious traditions emphasize the accountability of individuals for
their actions. However, Islam incorporates the elements of mercy and
forgiveness, while Buddhism emphasizes the principle of causal determinism.
Furthermore, Islam links ethical principles to divine law (Sharia) and
eschatological retribution, in contrast to Buddhism, which links morality to
liberation from the cycle of suffering. This exploration paves the way for a
deeper understanding of religious justice as a shared value across different
religions, highlighting differences in reference points (divine in Islam, universal
in Buddhism) alongside variations in ethical interpretations. The comparative
analysis elucidates both the convergent aspects of individual accountability and
the divergent elements concerning the essence and origin of justice.

Keywords: Religious justice — Retribution — Law of karma — Islam — Buddhism
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