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Managing Cultural Diversity in Early Islamic Cities: A Civilizational
Reading of Mechanisms for Coexistence and Social Organization

A.L. Bayan Najm ‘Abd
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Bayan.Najem@qu.edu.iqg

Abstract:

This study explores the urban mechanisms employed to manage cultural« ethnic«
and religious diversity in early Islamic cities« such as Kufa« Basra« Fustat< and
Baghdad« during their foundational and expansion periods. It aims to provide a
comprehensive reading of the social organization philosophy that enabled these
nascent urban entities to transform their immense demographic complexities from
a potential source of tension into an element of strength and prosperity. The
research focuses on analyzing the composite nature of a system that balanced
established legal and intellectual frameworks« derived from the concept of
Dhimma and the values of justice and beneficence« with their practical
embodiment through a complex network of administrative« judicial¢ and
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economic institutions. It also investigates the reflections of this vision on the
organic urban fabric< manifested in the model of interconnected neighborhoods (
Harat)« which provided space for privacy and collective identity without complete
isolation¢« achieved by linking them to central public spaces such as the main
mosque ( Jami') and the grand market ( Suq ). Furthermore:« the study analyzes
the daily spheres of interaction within these shared spaces¢< which included
markets« public baths< and coffeehouses« and how they wove intricate economic:«
social« and cultural relationships among the diverse population components. By
tracing these mechanisms across their intellectual¢ institutional« spatial< and
interactive levels« the study seeks to uncover the organizational mindset that
governed these cities. This mindset succeeded: to a large extent« in formulating
an inclusive and shared urban identity without erasing the rich plurality that
formed the foundation of its societal fabric< thereby offering a deeper
understanding of a unique historical experience in managing human and social
complexity.

Keywords: Diversity Management: Islamic Civilization¢ Islamic Urbanisms
Social Coexistence« Urban Institutions.
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