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Article info. Abstrac: In order to recover public utility debts, the
Article history: administration enjoys exceptional powers that distinguish it from
- Received 22 March 2023 . . .
3 A:::I:::ds Apr::r2cOZ3 ordinary creditors. These powers stem from the nature of its
-Available online 1 June 2026 activity, which is inherently linked to the public interest.
Accordingly, the administration relies on a set of legal procedures
Keywords: designed to ensure the efficient and swift collection of public

- funds, without the need to resort to the judiciary in every
instance. Among these procedures are warning (notice),
administrative seizure, and, in certain cases, imprisonment—each
representing a step in a gradual escalation from precautionary
measures to coercive enforcement. Thus, it becomes clear that the
procedures for collecting public utility debts follow a logical and
legal progression. They begin by notifying the debtor and
providing an opportunity for voluntary payment, followed by
more forceful methods such as administrative seizure, and may,
in rare cases, lead to imprisonment. This graduated approach
reflects the legislator’s intent to strike a balance between
protecting public funds and safeguarding individual rights—
thereby reinforcing the rule of law and preserving the dignity of
the citizen.
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