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The Methodological Problem in the Analysis of Matn (Text) and Isnad (Chain
of Transmission) Between the Classical Hadith Scholars’ Methodologies and
Contemporary Algorithmic Models — A Critical Approach in the Light of
Artificial Intelligence
Dr. Luay Mejbil Hameedi Hassan

Abstract

This research presents a comparative study between the classical Hadith
methodology and modern Al-based models in analyzing isnad (chain of
transmission) and matn (text). The study demonstrates that the classical approach
relies on careful evaluation of narrators and textual criticism according to established
rules to ensure Hadith authenticity. In contrast, modern digital models provide
powerful analytical tools such as machine learning and network analysis to examine
narrator relationships and detect patterns. The findings indicate that while modern
models are useful as supportive tools, they cannot replace the critical expertise of
classical scholars. Integrating classical methods with digital tools can enhance the
accuracy and efficiency of Hadith research without compromising traditional
standards.

Keywords: Hadith studies, isnad and matn, artificial intelligence, algorithmic
analysis, traditional criticism.
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