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Abstract

Oil is considered one of the most prominent instruments of geopolitical power in
the modern era. Its value is no longer limited to being a mere source of energy,
but rather has become a means of reshaping the balance of regional and
international influence. Irag occupies a strategically advanced position on the
global energy map due to its vast oil reserves—exceeding 145 billion barrels—
as well as its pivotal geographical location linking the Arabian Gulf to the Asian
mainland. However, this wealth, instead of serving as a foundation for
development and sovereignty, has become a focal point of intense political and
geopolitical conflict—domestically, regionally, and internationally. This
research aims to analyze the complex relationship between Irag's oil wealth and
the surrounding geopolitical conflicts. It traces the historical formation of oil in
Iraq, its strategic importance, and its role in attracting international and regional
interventions. The study highlights how oil has become a tool of influence and
political leverage, employed by major powers such as the United States, China,
and Russia, alongside regional actors like Iran, Turkey, and the Gulf States, to
consolidate their geopolitical positions. The research also examines the impact
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of oil on internal divisions between the central government in Baghdad, the
Kurdistan Region, and oil-producing provinces, as well as its role in weakening
Iraq’s sovereign decision-making.

Keywords: Iragi oil, geopolitics, geoeconomics, regional conflict, international
intervention, energy.
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