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Abstract:

This study constitutes the first part of a comprehensive research project aimed at
developing graduate programs in Information Science, focusing on establishing the
necessary theoretical framework for the development process. The study addresses
the problem of the scarcity of methodologically documented models in the Arab
context for designing and developing Master's level academic programs, alongside
the urgent need to keep pace with fundamental transformations and surrounding
changes within the discipline. The study aimed to ground the conceptual
foundations of development and identify the standard pillars that ensure program
quality and alignment with societal requirements. To achieve this, the study
adopted an analytical approach to review previous literature and global standards
in the field, specifically those of the American Library Association (ALA), the
Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals (CILIP), the Saudi
National Center for Academic Accreditation and Evaluation (NCAAA), and the
National Qualifications Framework (NQF-SA). The study concluded with the
construction of a theoretical model based on four fundamental dimensions for
developing Master's programs: diagnostic assessment of existing programs,
alignment with international professional standards, responsiveness to labor market
requirements, and compliance with academic accreditation standards. The value of
this study lies in providing a reference framework that methodologically grounds
the second (applied) study and offers academic institutions a roadmap for assessing
and updating their Master's level programs.

Keywords: Development, Master's programs, Information Science,
Academic accreditation, National Qualifications Framework (NQF-SA),
Labor market.
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