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Disagreements Among Theologians in Debates Within the Same School of
Thought: An Analytical Doctrinal Study
Asst. Prof. Dr. Abdul Jabbar Abdul Sattar Abdul Kareem
Al-Imam al-Adham University College
Abstract:

This research examines the phenomenon of disagreements among theologians
within the same theological school of thought. It does so by studying debates
that took place among those affiliated with the same theological school,
analyzing their causes and doctrinal and intellectual effects, The research aims
to demonstrate that agreement on the general principles of the school does not
preclude disagreement on specific issues, methods of argumentation, or
approaches to establishing doctrines, It also seeks to clarify the role of scholarly
debates in Islamic heritage and to review the most prominent reasons for
disagreements among theologians within the same school, such as differences in
scholarly abilities, varying intellectual methodologies, differing understandings
of religious texts, and the influence of different intellectual environments on
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some scholars, Furthermore, the research highlights examples of debates that
occurred among scholars of the same theological school, such as the Ash'arites
among themselves or the Maturidites among themselves. It identifies the issues
around which the disagreements revolved, such as the attributes of God, the
rational determination of good and evil, the issue of predestination, and the
nature of faith, Finally, the research analyzes the scholarly methods employed
by the debaters in presenting their views and refuting their opponents. The
research concluded that these differences were not, for the most part, departures
from the fundamental principles of the school of thought, but rather scholarly
interpretations of specific details or the selection and thought and the enrichment
of Islamic heritage, while emphasizing the necessity of adhering to the etiquette
of scholarly dialogue and avoiding sectarian bias, Furthermore, the differences
among theologians within the same school of debate and renewal, as long as
such differences remain governed by the principles of Islamic law and the rules
of scientific inquiry.

Keywords: differences , theologians , debates , within the same school of
thought
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