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Abstract:

This study presents a rigorous, analytical, and in - depth historical reading of the
evolution and influence of the “Institution of the Khaznadar” (initially the Treasury
Secretariat, later developing into the Grand Vizierate) in the Husaynid Regency of Tu-
nis The chronological scope of this research spans from the founding of the Husaynid
State in 1705 by Husayn ibn Ali to the ascension of Ahmad Bey I to the throne in
1837. The paper seeks to deconstruct the structural and functional transformations of
this sovereign institution, tracking how the Khaznadar evolved from a mere account-
ing trustee of the Bey’s private treasury and traditional ledger books into the premier
statesman and actual architect of the internal and external policies of the Tunisian
Makhzen.

The study uncovers a “structural dialectic” that characterized the institution’s trajec-
tory During the eighteenth century, it served as a foundational pillar for consolidating
national sovereignty, building a centralized state, and financing military and civilian
apparatuses through the institutionalization of the Mahalla (tax - collecting military
expedition) and the enforcement of rigorous bookkeeping. However, during the first
two - thirds of the nineteenth century, the institution mutated into an instrument that
facilitated European capitalist penetration This shift was fueled by a confluence of ad-
ministrative corruption and a severe fiscal and economic imbalance resulting from the
drying up of privateering (Jihad al - Bahr) revenues following the Congress of Vienna
(1815). The study concludes by prospecting the critical situation of the Regency in
1837, identifying it as the historical launching pad for the state’s freefall into the trap
of massive international loans and the eventual Commission Financiére (International
Financial Commission.

Keywords: Al - Khazandar, the Hussein state, financial sovereignty, capitalist pen-

etration, external dependence.
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