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Associative thinking and its relation to mental capacity among
secondary school students

Duaa Abdul Karim Rahim saad Qadouri Al.Khafaji
College of Basic Education General Directorate of Education in
University of Babylon Dhi Qar
07819207312 07801185117
dbarmany@gmail. com art2len2e6@utg.edu.iq
Abstract:

The aim of the current study is to identify associative thinking and
its relation to mental capacity among secondary school students. The
researchers adopted the descriptive approach, and a random sample of
secondary school students consisting of (354) male and female
students from different educational grade  (fourth, fifth, sixth) and
different educational branches (science, literary, vocational). The had
been selected built a tool to measure associative thinking consisting
of (3) domains, and in each domain (9) items, so the total number of
items became (27) items.

The second tool was the mental capacity scale, which consisted of (5)
domains, and in each domain there were (6) items, so the total
number of items became (30) items. The psychometric properties of
each of the two scales were confirmed, and the two instruments were
applied to the study sample. using appropriate statistical methods, the
results showed a positive correlation between associative thinking
and mental capacity among secondary school students.

This can be explained by the fact that the more associative thinking

occurs among secondary school students, the greater their mental
capacity.
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In light of the research findings, the researchers submitted the
following recommendations, the most important of which are:

-The need to develop a counsel program to direct students toward the
type of thinking appropriate for them.

-Holding seminars for secondary school students to explain how to
develop their mental capacity.

The researchers suggest the following:

- Conduct a similar study to the current one by using another type of
thinking, such as reflective thinking, systematic thinking, or
analytical thinking.

-Conduct a similar study to the current one using another variable
and examine the relationship between them, such as achievement,
mindfulness, academic performance, or cognitive empowerment.

Keywords: associative  thinking, mental capacity, secondary
school
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