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Summary

This research discusses the difference between proverbs and maxims, particularly
in terms of phonetics and morphology. Syntactically and semantically, proverbial
sentences tend towards brevity while still conveying the intended meaning

effectively, employing apt similes and skillful metaphors.

Maxims, on the other hand, focus more on meaning than rhetorical devices.
Therefore, maxim sentences vary in length depending on the demands of the
context.

Consequently, we find phonetic phenomena more prevalent in proverbs than in
maxims, such as rhyme, which lends the sentences a lightness and ease of
pronunciation, making them readily accessible. This characteristic is perhaps one of
the most important features of proverbs, as noted by scholars. Maxim sentences,

however, do not necessarily possess phonetic harmony.

Syntactically, proverbial sentences tend to be more inclined towards nominal
forms than verbal forms. This is because nouns carry a connotation of stability in
meaning, while sentences of wisdom tend towards verbs, especially verbs indicating
the future, because they indicate renewal and occurrence, which is consistent with
the meaning of wisdom, which is mostly advice and instructions for events that will

occur in the future.
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