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Abstract

Contemporary literary criticism has increasingly approached the literary

text from a functional perspective, focusing on the network of relationships
and signifying structures embedded within it. This critical orientation also
emphasizes the affective structure of the text, which brings together the real,
the figurative, and the imaginative. Accordingly, critical attention has shifted
toward the structural mechanisms that generate meaning, as these
mechanisms constitute the dynamic and governing framework of the narrative
text. Such structures stimulate interpretive debate and provoke the reader’s
engagement, encouraging the production of new readings and interpretive
possibilities

Within this framework, what are referred to as textual gaps emerge as
significant elements in the narrative structure. These gaps represent spaces
intentionally left open within the text, requiring completion, orientation, or

interpretive reconstruction by the reader. Through this process, the
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intentionality of the text becomes realized in the interactive relationship
between text and reader.

Consequently, several forms of gaps may arise, including narrative,
psychological, semantic, and temporal gaps. The process of filling these gaps
depends largely on the reader’s horizon of expectations and the potential
transformation of that horizon during the act of reading. In certain interpretive
contexts, this dynamic interaction may lead to what has been described as the
“death of the author,” whereby the reader assumes a central role in the
production of meaning, drawing upon their own cultural background and
experiential knowledge to interpret the text and uncover its latent possibilities.
In this sense, meaning does not exist independently within the text itself, but
is constituted through the intentional act of reading and the interpretive

consciousness engaged with it

Keywords: Textual gaps, narrative structure, horizon of expectations,
reader-response criticism, Juma Al-Lami

1082



