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Sociology of Political Participation among University Students: A Field
Study on Students in the Department of Sociology, College of Arts,
University of Babylon
A.L. Zainab Falah Hassan
Department of Sociology, College of Arts, University of Babylon

Abstract

This field study aimed to uncover the level of political participation among
students in the Department of Sociology, Faculty of Arts at the University of
Babylon. It also sought to identify the key cognitive, psychological, social, and
organizational factors influencing this participation, as well as to monitor the
obstacles limiting their engagement in public affairs. To achieve these objectives,
the research problem was formulated around the main question: "What is the level
and nature of political participation among sociology students at the University
of Babylon, and what are the factors influencing it?"
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The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a questionnaire
to collect field data from a sample of (84) male and female students from the
department.
The main findings of the study revealed the following:
1. The respondents exhibited a relatively high level of political participation, with
a mean score of (100.23), which is statistically significant and higher than the
hypothetical mean of (75).
2. There were statistically significant differences in the level of political
participation attributable to the gender variable, in favor of male students, with a
mean of (103.13) compared to (97.83) for females.
3. A very strong positive correlation was found between political interest and the
students' actual political activity, with a correlation coefficient of (0.851).
4. A close correlational relationship exists between political knowledge and the
perception of participation barriers. It was found that as students' level of political
knowledge increases, their awareness and comprehension of the obstacles and
challenges that hinder the effectiveness of their roles also increase.
The study concluded with a set of recommendations and suggestions, most
notably: the necessity of enhancing safe channels for political participation within
the university campus (such as student unions and interactive student activities),
addressing the psychological and academic anxieties causing reluctance, and
integrating technology and digital platforms to activate political awareness and
develop political media content directed at youth in a way that aligns with
democratic transition and active citizenship in society.
Keywords: Political Participation, University Youth, Political Awareness,
University of Babylon.
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