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Abstract

This research examines the interactive
relationship between rural and
urban areas in Baghdad, a city of
significant human, social, and cultural
importance, and the most important
political, cultural, and economic
center in Iraq. The study focuses on
analyzing the cultural, social, and
political impacts of rural migration
waves to Baghdad throughout different
historical periods, particularly from

the mid-20th century to the present.
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their capacity to absorb newcomers
and integrate them into the urban
fabric.

The research concludes that the
interaction between rural and urban
areas in Baghdad has contributed to the
formation of a complex urban identity
that blends traditional and modern
values. However, the absence of effective
urban planning and the exacerbation
of economic and political crises have
transformed this interaction into a
source of numerous social and cultural
challenges. Conversely, this interaction
has also served to protect the city from
social and security threats on several
occasions. The research recommends
the adoption of balanced development
policies between rural and urban
areas and the strengthening of urban
integration programs to contribute to
social stability and improve the quality
of life in Iraqi cities, particularly the

capital, Baghdad.

Keywords: countryside / Iraq /
Baghdad city / interaction
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It explores how these transformations
have contributed to reshaping the city’s
social and cultural fabric, employing
an analytical approach within the field
of political sociology.

The research is based on the premise
that rural-to-urban migration to
Baghdad was not merely a population
movement, but rather a profound
cultural and social shift. This shift
led to the integration of rural values
with urban lifestyles, resulting in the
emergence of hybrid cultural and
social patterns. It also reshaped social
relations, housing patterns, and urban
identity within the city. Furthermore,
the research posits that the political
and economic transformations Iraq
has witnessed, coupled with wars and
underdevelopment in rural areas,
have accelerated the pace of these
migrations. This, in turn, has led to the
expansion of informal settlements and
the emergence of social and service-
related challenges within the city.
This research employs a descriptive-
analytical

approach, tracing the

historical developments of rural
migration to Baghdad and analyzing
its impact on class structure, patterns
of social solidarity, and shifts in values
and behaviors within urban society.
The research also examines the role
of the state and urban policies in

managing these transformations and
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