May 2026 Journal of Studies in Humanities and Educational Sciences \. @/, No. 13A

Print ISSN 3006-3256  Online ISSN 3006-3264 N

(#1258-749 / £656-132) (oubind) juanll b (uld Db B ) ghaall g LIEY) g 4y gaY) dolia
e 2ane garn 2

sadee.mohamed.a@uomosul.edu.iq

Gl padla

o Wasale Tadss Cang sy 8 jlcanll ) e jonf aad uliall peandl DA el 230 glalie &
o2 Cilagi sy hally 2V AWl ZU) B Law Vs caslally delicall c¥lae Cilida
Craalis 28 5yl elli & (e au oY) AE 5 ola®Y g alel) ) shailly Gy Wals ) cleliall
Olebal Jie dpui 5l &y puaall 580 jall Al i) Lpan W) s ) cAilaiall dgiall dpagadall 3 ) sall
oS S e Uaill oda cooldinl 5 Lge oy Cleliall a2 gail 435 50 A dgS (8 ¢ salaaris 511
o8 sty Jleel LA Caen i1y caliall den il 38 ja e b ) Calaall oS1 5 e
Drshi b oSl ol 13a agud Sy A pall ) Al 5 A )il 5 Ailsll (e sl 5 aall
O 2ena Ji elale caal ¢Galand) 138 A5 30 e dadde 5 Lngia pund o 4y aY) delia g Al
O shaad) 7] 5 By oW1 S 5l shas 8 Ll T 50 (oS o) 0 s s (5310 LSS
el O B A Y) delia Ciagd cuoail Aaadlall e Al Ay a3 gabic slu ) oo Sl
Calgs Al drd 511 3 laill S g cAeniall (g 1) dakail g ¢ o)) 3l & 5l & sinae oUa sale 17 sk
Alial) clatiall <l g gl b ol 1aa (el aiatll 5 Jadadl sapa clyii g < Sa JUS)
CUS Jie LIS golal) S 8 A8 sall saiaall BLLYI Y Y geas (o palls il Sl (e T2
Gl padainl e bading kil e Wle (ssiue ghall delia caly (Jially  FLkI
Ol gl s Bl @l il W sk Al plafill Gl e il ) 3 G hasd)
XYY a_u.uuS\) @Im_ﬂ\ JJ}S\ UAUM\ J‘)jj\ ;Leu,ja&\}]j 633‘5.&5\ 2\313\.9 J}l:c CUJ}.}Z,};.»J\AJ\
p3a gt Axiall lu jlaall g e laial) Cilalall 585 6l Ledals ,Y AudlE 5 dualiatd) daal delical)
o cemall eanll JUA G ld 33 8 ) shaall 5 432 W) 5 4y gaY) leliva | ghai uay ) Ayl
e Gl 13 adiey o) b el A AalaBV) g dalall ) 481 jraldl Jal sl Jilas JDa
o3 aiml A1 ) 5all Gact agh i Jal e Aaal) il jall ) ZELayl 453 4y ) jabad)
L AEOU) Clainall e ailall La 5l 5 4l 3 jlaal) 8 cileluall

(ool 23— Hghe — Aaef 4y ool — deliin) rdalidal) cilaldl)

The pharmaceutical, food, and perfume industries in Persia during the
Abbasid era (132-656 AH / 749-1258 AD)
Dr. Saadi Mohammed Ali
University of Mosul / College of Arts / Department of History

Research Summary:

the regions of Persia during the Abbasid era constituted one of the most
prominent centers of civilization, witnessing remarkable advancement in various
fields of industry and science—particularly in the production of
pharmaceuticals, food, and perfumes. These industries were closely linked to the
broader scientific, economic, and cultural development of the period. The rich
natural resources of the region, combined with the strategic significance of
major urban centers such as Isfahan, Rayy, and Nishapur, created a favorable
environment for the growth and diversification of these industries. These sectors
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benefited significantly from the cumulative body of knowledge transmitted
through the Abbasid translation movement, during which major works in
medicine and chemistry were translated from Greek, Persian, and Indian
languages into Arabic. This intellectual transfer contributed to the development
of pharmacy and drug manufacturing on increasingly systematic and scientific
foundations. In this context, scholars such as Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi
and Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi played a crucial role in advancing methods of
drug formulation and perfume production, while also establishing empirical
approaches based on observation and experimentation. The food industry in
Persia also experienced notable development, driven by agricultural diversity,
advanced irrigation systems, and extensive trade networks that facilitated the
introduction of new ingredients and techniques of preservation and processing.
This development was reflected in the wide variety of food products, ranging
from sugars and preserves to complex culinary preparations documented in
classical cookbooks such as Kitab al-Tabikh. Similarly, the perfume industry
reached a high level of sophistication, relying on the extraction of essential oils
from flowers and plants through distillation techniques refined by chemists of
the period. Persian cities became renowned for producing high-quality
perfumes, particularly rosewater derived from the damask rose. This industry
held both economic and cultural significance, being closely associated with
social customs and religious practices. This study aims to examine the
development of pharmaceutical, food, and perfume industries in Persia during
the Abbasid era by analyzing the geographical, scientific, and economic factors
that contributed to their flourishing. It draws upon primary historical sources as
well as modern scholarship in order to provide a deeper understanding of the
role these industries played in Islamic civilization and their lasting influence on
subsequent societies.
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