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Weather in Umayyad Poetry
Rusul Ahmed Khudhair
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Abstract
This study aims to examine the presence of weather phenomena in Umayyad
poetry and to uncover their artistic and symbolic meanings, as well as their role
in shaping poetic imagery and directing the poet’s emotional expression. The
topic is significant because weather phenomena—such as rain, winds, clouds,
cold, heat, and storms—are an essential element of the Arab environment and
have been influential in the poetic experience since the pre-Islamic period.
However, Umayyad poetry employed them in a more diverse and expansive way
due to the political and social transformations of that era. The research is divided
into two main sections: the first discusses the concept of weather phenomena and
their importance in Umayyad literature; the second explores their manifestations
in the poetry of Umayyad poets. Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach by collecting poetic material from Umayyad diwans (poetry
collections), documenting it carefully, and analyzing it through tools of literary
criticism, while drawing on modern studies of poetic imagery and symbolism. It
also uses the historical method when linking poetic phenomena to Umayyad-era
conditions is necessary, and a semantic approach to interpret weather-related
vocabulary in light of dictionaries and specialized works on weather lore. The
main finding is that weather phenomena in Umayyad poetry were not merely
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descriptive elements, but a multifunctional artistic device: they contribute to
building imagery, intensifying emotion, generating symbols, and shaping
rhythmic structure. They also reveal the Umayyad poet’s relationship with
environment and nature, and his ability to transform weather events into a vivid,
meaningful poetic language.
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