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The study examines the semantic difference between the linguistic
usage and the Qur’anic usage of the verb Tartil as well as its
mechanism in two Qur’anic verses in which it appears exclusively.
The close reader of these two verses shows that the syntactic
structure of one of them employs the past tense, whereas the other
one uses the imperative form. Concerning the attribution of the
action, the first verse ascribes Tartil to the Creator Almighty, while
the second ascribes it to the creature. Logically, given this
difference in attribution, it is not valid to confine the meaning of
Tartil to the conventional notion of vocal performance associated
with points of articulation, phonetic qualities, duration of
pronunciation, beautification of the voice, tajwid, or melodic
recitation. Rather, Tartil cannot be restricted to these meanings,
because even if they apply to human tartil, they cannot apply to
divine Tartil attributed to God Almighty. This is further reinforced
by the divergence found in defining the term Tartil and its
synonyms, as it is sometimes understood to mean the recitation of
the Qur’an itself, and at other times a specific level or mode of that
recitation . The study reveals the semantic difference between what
is commonly accepted in the Islamic intellectual heritage
regarding Dalalah (4¥dl) and its meanings in Qur’anic usage,
especially since Tartil may denote recitation in general or
represent one of its specific levels.
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