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Magic and sorcery and their impact on Basra society in the current
situation
Dr. Arwa Abdul Wahid Rahem
University of Basra - Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies
arwa.abdulwahid@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract

It is a social phenomenon that has extended throughout the ages and continues
to be renewed in different forms to this day, due to its association with perceptions
of hidden forces and man’s constant attempts to interpret the unseen and control
the course of reality by unfamiliar means. The Qur’anic and Hadith texts came to
warn against it strongly, and to reveal its roots, its forms, and its danger to the
individual and society. Basra society was not immune to this phenomenon, as it
knew multiple forms of it throughout the ages, especially the contemporary ones,
and it affected all its categories, regardless of gender, age, place, and time.

Keywords: magic, sorcery, visual, society
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