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The Oil-for Food Program in the context of international sanctions On Iraq

(1995 - 2003)
Muslim Hadi Abdullah Al-Askari
Directorate General of Education in Dhi Qar Governorate

Abstract:
Following Irag's invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 1990, the United Nations
Security Council enacted a series of resolutions under what it was called the
situation between Irag and Kuwait. The most important among these resolutions
Is the resolutions no. 661, issued on August 6, 1990, which served as the basis
for economic sanction on Iraq and placed the country under chapter VII of the
United Nations Charter. In response to the server impact of these sanctions on
the Iragi people , which was documented by numerous international reports
highlighting the drastic deterioration of conditions in Iraq, the Security Council
passed Resolution 986 on April 14, 1995. Known as the Oil-for Food Program,
this memorandum of understanding allowed Iraq to export a portion of its Qil,
with the revenues used to procure essential supplies for its citizens under the
oversight of the United Nations. The program continued until 2003 and was
implemented across thirteen phases. Although intended to alleviate the
economic hardships on the Iragi population, the program met only partial
success in achieving its purpose due to administrative corruption and intentional
misuse of the funds designated for it.
Keywords: Economic sanctions, United Nations Security Council, Iraq,
memorandum of understanding.
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