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Relational Identity Orientation Among Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research Employees

Asst. Prof. Dr. Baraa Mohammed Asst. Lect. Aya Jawad Kadhim
H n .
assa Center for Psychological
Center for Psychological Research Research
Baraa.M.Hassan@src.edu.iq ava.].kadheim@src.edu.igq
Abstract

Collecting robust scientific data on relational identity orientation
of ministry employees contributes to supporting administrative
reform  initiatives that acknowledge the  psychological-identity
dimensions in building more representative, equitable, and effective
institutions. This is reflected in an informed discourse about the
image of public employees in higher education. The organizational
identity of employees in academic and research institutions is a
complex mix of personal traits and professional roles that generate
relational orientations. This is contrasted with a clear lack of studies
addressing the level of relational identity orientation among Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research employees, and the
absence of standardized measuring tools addressing relational identity
orientation according to rigorous criteria in the lragi psychological
literature. This makes this research a pressing necessity. Accordingly,
the current research aims to identify:

1. Relational identity orientation among Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research employees.

2. Differences in relational identity according to the gender variable
(male — female) .

3. Differences in relational identity according to the educational
attainment variable.
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4. Differences in relational identity according to the age variable.

The research instrument was developed according to the Sluss and
Ashforth  Model, which consisted of four sub-orientations of
relational identity with 28 items, seven items equally distributed
across each domain. After administering the instrument to a sample
of (400) employees of the Ministry of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, and using statistical methods and processes, the
results showed:

1.A moderate level of relational identity orientation prevailed among
employees of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research.

2. No difference was found in relational identity orientation according
to the gender variable between males and females.

3. No statistically significant differences were found in the level of
relational identity according to the educational attainment variable
(Bachelor's, Master's, Doctorate).

4. There is a statistically significant difference in relational identity
orientation based on age, favoring the (40-49) age group.

The current research concluded with several recommendations
and suggestions.

Keywords: Identity Orientation, Relational Identity
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