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The Poetics of Sufi Prose and its Rhetorical Symbolism: An Analytical
Study
Noor Muhammad Mnahi Khalaf
College of Basic Education, Wasit University
Abstract:
This study examines the concept of the poetics of Sufi prose as a literary
phenomenon that brings together prose and poetry within a unified framework,
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wherein the writer in the Sufi text simultaneously assumes the roles of narrator
and poet. Sufi prose does not merely convey meaning in a direct manner; rather,
it seeks to construct a profound aesthetic and spiritual experience through
language, thereby approaching poetry in its evocative and expressive power.

The study begins by clarifying the concept of the poetics of prose, defined as
prose that embodies poetic features such as condensation, suggestion, imagery,
and internal rhythm, without adherence to meter and rhyme. This concept
emerged prominently in modern literature as a result of transformations in
Arabic poetry, including the liberation from traditional forms and the influence
of global literatures. Consequently, the prose poem has become an artistic form
that aspires to freely express human experience through a condensed and open-
ended linguistic structure. Sufi prose is highlighted as one of the most
significant domains in which the poetics of prose is manifested. It evolved from
its early stages as brief and concentrated aphoristic expressions into more
mature and complex textual forms. A distinction can be made between two
types: one that focuses on the direct exposition of Sufi doctrines, and another
creative form that emphasizes the aesthetic and suggestive qualities of language
to reflect spiritual experience. It is this latter form that represents the poetics of
Sufi prose, characterized by density, ambiguity, and openness to interpretation.
The study further asserts that Sufi language fundamentally differs from direct
religious discourse. While religious language aims at clarity and definitiveness,
Sufi language relies on symbolism and suggestion, as spiritual experience
cannot be fully expressed in explicit terms but is instead apprehended through
imagination, intuition, and emotional engagement. Therefore, the Sufi text does
not present a single definitive meaning; rather, it allows for multiple readings
and interpretations. The research also traces the historical development of Sufi
poetics across several stages, beginning in the second century Hijri with its early
formations, progressing through phases of maturation and flourishing, and
reaching its peak in the seventh century Hijri. Throughout these stages, Sufi
authors articulated experiences of divine love, asceticism, and spiritual
purification through distinctive linguistic forms that combine paradox and
harmony simultaneously. In its second section, the study focuses on semantics
within the poetics of Sufi prose, demonstrating that understanding such texts
requires an analysis of meaning across multiple linguistic levels: phonetic,
morphological, syntactic, and contextual. Meaning is not fixed but is constructed
through the relationships between words within their context. Moreover,
variations in word structure or sound may lead to subtle shifts in meaning.

The study emphasizes the importance of context in determining meaning, as Sufi
expressions cannot be adequately understood in isolation from their textual and
situational contexts, particularly in the description of spiritual experiences and
miracles. Morphological patterns and verb forms also play a crucial role in
shaping meaning and conveying nuanced implications, rendering Sufi language
rich and multidimensional. The study concludes that the poetics of Sufi prose

2079



Y 20 Journal fies in Hmaniies a cio icnces {@/‘ No. 13A
Print ISSN 3006-3256 Online ISSN 3006-3264 N\
represents an intersection between art and spirituality, where language becomes
a medium for both aesthetic expression and inner experience. Accordingly, its
comprehension requires a combination of linguistic analysis and interpretive
insight, given its symbolic depth, complexity, and openness to multiple layers of
meaning
Keywords: Poetics, Poetics of Sufi Prose ,Sufi Prose ,Poetic Discourse ,Sufi
Literature
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