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Tll; Role of the Russian Orthodox Church in Geast;ategic
Defense of the "Russian World: Russkiy Mir": A Study on the
Utllization of Rellglous Doctrine In the War on Ukralne

Dr. Wissam Saleh Abdul Hussein
art.wissam.saleh@uobabylon.edu.iq
University of Babylon/College of Arts
Abstract:-

The geopolitical role of Orthodox doctrine has assumed a prominent position in
Russian foreign policy under President Vladimir Putin, who has developed a firm
ideological conviction regarding the importance of mobilizing the Russian Orthodox
Church in the service of the “Russian World” (Russkiy Mir) project. This project
functions as an ideological-religious framework aimed at reproducing and
expanding Russian influence across the post-Soviet space, particularly in Ukraine.
Accordingly, the “Russian World” has emerged as a geo-strategic sphere actively
supported by the Russian Orthodox Church, facilitating the practical application of
cultural geopolitics and the sacralization of foreign policy. This dynamic is clearly
reflected in official statements by the Russian government, the positions of the
Patriarch of Moscow,

Within this context, the “Russian World” project represents a sanctified
ecclesiastical and political geo-strategic space predicated on the re-interpretation
of history and Orthodox identity in order to transcend the boundaries of the nation-
state and entrench the notion of a unified spiritual realm. This realm is subsequently
transformed from an abstract idea into a tangible social field imbued with the
symbolism of a unified Russian nation. Consequently, the Russian Orthodox Church’s
support for the war should not be understood as a merely contingent or temporary
stance, but rather as part of a broader effort to promote the construction of a
civilizational geo-strategic space.

Keywords: Doctrine, Orthodoxy, Geostrategic, Russian Foreign
Policy, Ukraine.
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"Heather A. Conley and Others , The Kremlin Playbook 3 :Keeping the
Faith,The Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
A Washington, 2022, p.19.
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Orthodox Church blesses the war against the West, OSW
COMMENTARY, Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW),Poland, 2024, P.
1-2
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2 Brian Mefford, Russian Orthodox Church declares “Holy War” against
Ukraine and West,Atlantic Counci ,Washington, D.C, 2024, P.1
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! Alexander Meienberger, The concept of the “Russkiy Mir”: History of the
Concept and Ukraine, Euxeinos, Vol. 13, No. 35, 2023, p.24-25

2 Yulia Masiyenko and Others, The Russian flag will be flown wherever
Russian is spoken: “Russkiy Mir” Foundation, Case Study, The
Ukrainian Institute, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kyiv,2022, P.2-4

|’ Riley Bailey and Others, The Russian Orthodox Church Declares “Holy |
War” Against Ukraine and Articulates Tenets of Russia’s Emerging
Official Nationalist Ideology, Critical Threats Project, Institute for the
Study of War , Washington, 2024, p.2
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! Viorel Coman. Critical analysis of the Moscow Patriarchate vision on the
Russian—Ukrainian military conflict: Russkiy mir and just war, Scottish

I Journal of Theology, Vol.76, No.4, 2023, p.338-339 o
2 Yulia Masiyenko and Others, Op, Cit, P.49
3 Regina Elsner, Alexander Ponomariov, War and Church,ETH Zurich
Report, No. 286, ETH Zurich Research Collection.Zurich, 2024, P. 3-4.
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'Ksenia Luchenko, The Russian Orthodox Church and the War,Report , Free
Russia Foundation, 2025,p.4
2 Yulia Masiyenko and Others, Op, Cit, P.15, Euxeinos, p.6
3 Anna M. Solarz,Iuliia Korniichuk, The Reactions of Orthodox Churches to
Russia’s Aggression towards Ukraine in the Light of the Postsecular
Approach to IR Studies, Religions. Vol.14, No.4, pp.3-4
|4 Kirill Aleksandrov, How Orthodoxy is being sacrificed on the altar of
victory, Union of Orthodox Journalists, 22 October 2022:
https://spzh.eu/en/zashhita-very/74217-how-orthodoxy-is-being-
sacrificed-on-the-altar-of-victory?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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! Alexander Polegenko, Russian Orthodox Church to Send More'Military
Priests' to Front Lines in Ukraine, Moscow Times, January 31, 2025:
https:// www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/01/31/russian-orthodox-
church-to-send-more-military-priests-to-front-lines-in-ukraine-a87815

2 Swedish Defence Research Agency (FOI), Russian Influence Operations
Abroad, Report, Stockholm 2023, pp. 47-49.

W
3Euxeinos, Vol. 13, No. 35 (2023), pp. 21-22
*Anderson, J, Kirill, Russkiy Mir and the War in Ukraine, Religion & Politics
Review, Vol. 14, No. 2, 2022, pp. 56-58
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'Freedom House, “Faith and Propaganda in the Russian World, Washington,
D.C, 2022, pp. 12-14.
> Natalia Zhdanova, The role of the Orthodox Church in advancing Putin’s ]
war messaging ,Journalist Fellowship Paper, Oxford, 2024, p.7
SBorys Gudziak, Russian Orthodox leader Patriarch Kirill’s unholy war
against Ukraine,Atlantic Council, Washington, D.C, 2023, p.6.
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! Natalia Zhdanova, From pulpit to propaganda machine: tracing the Russian
I Orthodox Church’s role in Putin’s war, Report, The Reuters Institute for |
the Study of Journalism, Oxford, 2024, p.6
2 Rebecca Batley, Putin’s War is Driving a Historic Schism in the Orthodox
Church, Analyzing, Association Reset-Dialogues on Civilizations,
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Milano, 14 March 2022: https://www.resetdoc.org /story/putins-war-is-
driving-a-historic-schism-in-the-orthodox-
church/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
! Radio Free Europe, Russian Patriarch Kirill Says Dying In Ukraine 'Washes

Away All Sins', September 26, 2022: https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-
patriarch-kirill-dying-ukraine-sins/32052380.htm1?Utm
source=chatgpt.com

,> Roman Petrov, Christian Orthodoxy between Geopolitics and International
Law: How the War in Ukraine Divided the Orthodox Church,
(ZabRV)/Heidelberg Journal of International Law (HJIL), Vol.84, No.3,
2024,p. 421
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2 Vebjorn L. Horsfjord, Patriarch and patriot: history in Patriarch Kirill’s

sermons in the first year of the full-scale war in Ukraine, Religion, State

I and Society, Vol.52, No.4, 2024, P.370-372 o
3 Anna M. Solarz, Iuliia Korniichuk, The Reactions of Orthodox Churches to

Russia’s Aggression towards Ukraine in the Light of the Postsecular
Approach to IR Studies, Religions, Vol.14,2023, P. 2.
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'See:  Marcin Skladanowski,Andrzej Szabaciuk ,Agnieszka FLukasik-
Turecka, Church of war: propaganda and disinformation in Patriarch
Kirill’s discourse on Russia’s aggression, Cogent Arts & Humanities

Vol.12, No.1,2025 , p. 5-7, And See: Christiane Wendehorst and Others,
Holy War Understnding Religions in Putin’s Russia, Austrian Academy
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2 Maksym Vasin, The impact of the Russian invasion on faith-based

communities in Ukraine, Institute for Religious Freedom, Kyiv, 2024,
p.10
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! Rebecca Batley, Op, Cit.

2 ANDREJA BOGDANOVSKI, Estonian’s Parliament resumes efforts to cut

ties between Church and Moscow Patriarchate, Church Times, Hymns

I Ancient and Modern, London, 27 JUNE 2025, pp1- o
3 Joan Sauca, Letter to His Holiness Kirill, Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia
- Russian Orthodox Church, World Council of Churches(WCC) Geneva,

2022, p.1.
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! Konstantin Skorkin, Holy War: The Fight for Ukraine’s Churches and
Monasteries, COMMENTARY ,The Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center,
Berlin , 2023, P.2

2 Peter Mandaville, War and the Church in Ukraine,Analysis, United States
Institute of Peace, Washington, 2024, P.3

3 Peter Mandaville, War and the Church in Ukraine,Analysis, United States
Institute of Peace, Washington, 2024, P.3

* Fearghas O’Beara ,Russia's war on Ukraine: The Kremlin's use of religion
as a foreign policy instrument, European Parliamentary Research
Service(EPRS), European Parliament, Strasburg, 2022, p.1-2
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2 Mikhail Suslov, The Russian Orthodox Church Turns to the Global South:
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