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The Iraqi Communist Party and its Role in Iraqi Political Life (1958-1968):
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Abstract:

This study examines the trajectory of the Iraqi Communist Party during the
critical period between 1958 and 1968, analysing three intertwined dimensions:
political power, systematic persecution, and organisational resistance. The July
1958 revolution afforded the Party unprecedented popular influence, yet its
involvement in the Mosul and Kirkuk incidents and growing government pressure
under Abd al-Karim Qasim initiated a phase of gradual decline. Persecution
reached its peak following the Ba'athist coup of February 8, 1963, which unleashed
waves of mass arrests, torture, and executions targeting Party leadership and
cadres. Nevertheless, the Party demonstrated a remarkable capacity for resilience
and reconstruction, convening leadership meetings abroad, establishing
international solidarity networks, leading labour strikes, and engaging in armed
resistance in Kurdish regions, culminating in its Third Congress in December 1967.
The study concludes that despite severe structural weaknesses and internal
divisions, the Iraqi Communist Party maintained a significant political presence
throughout this turbulent decade, adapting its strategies to the shifting landscape of
Iragi politics until the Ba'ath Party's return to power in 1968.
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