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> Abstract
- Books of wisdom and aphorisms are regarded as among the most prom-
3 inent rhetorical genres in which the pragmatic function of language is
. clearly manifested. In such texts, linguistic signs are not employed merely
- as descriptive tools; rather, they function as performative acts that exert
Z a direct influence on the recipient, guiding behavior and shaping aware—

ness. The researcher has selected Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim
by Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) because it represents an
integrated model of directive discourse, given its semantic density, ethical
depth, and rhetorical structure grounded in linguistic economy and per—
suasive function. Another reason for this choice lies in the book’s didactic
and exhortative nature, which is highly compatible with the speech acts
of encouragement and warning. Additionally, the researcher is inclined
to examine a work that contains sayings of Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
that have not received sufficient scholarly attention—particularly the pre—
sent text under investigation.

The discourse of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in this book falls within
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the framework of directive speech acts, which aim to influence human
behavior not through mere reporting or description, but through moti-
vation, alertness, correction, deterrence, and the construction of a value
system. Among the most prominent of these directive acts are encourage—
ment, understood as a motivational mechanism that calls for positive val-
ues and righteous conduct, and warning, viewed as a preventive and de—
terrent mechanism that steers individuals away from deviation and harm.
This study adopts a modern pragmatic approach based on the speech act
theories of Austin and Searle in order to analyze the pragmatic performa-
tivity of encouragement and warning in Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-
Kalim. It seeks to uncover their linguistic structures, illocutionary force,
persuasive function, and the mechanisms through which they operate in
constructing ethical and educational discourse. Furthermore, the study
aims to demonstrate how Imam Ali’s aphoristic expression transcends its
linguistic form to become an influential act that produces guidance, es—
tablishes values, and shapes both individual and collective consciousness
within a discursive system that brings together classical Arabic rhetoric
and contemporary pragmatic thought. The selection of texts was con-
ducted randomly, as most of the book’s passages address doctrinal, religious,
social, ethical, and even political themes. From these, a number of texts were
chosen to examine the performativity of encouragement and warning,

Key Words: Speech Act, lllocutionary Act, Directive Speech Acts, Apho-

risms (or Maxims), Encouragement, Admonition
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