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Abstract

This study examines the Caliph’s council and the etiquette of sitting
as described by Hilal al-Sabi’ in his book Rusum Dar al-Khilafa. It first
discusses Hilal al-Sabi’s biography, lineage, upbringing, scholarly
formation, and administrative status, considering him one of the prominent
writers and historians of the Abbasid period. His work in the chancery and
his close connection with the administrative institutions of the Abbasid
state enabled him to record the ceremonial practices and court traditions
with remarkable precision , The study also highlights the image of the
caliphal council as presented by al-Sabi’, focusing on the caliph’s elevated
seat, the furnishings of the court, the luxurious textiles used in official
settings, and the symbolic meanings associated with these elements. These
details reflect the political authority, dignity, and ceremonial prestige of
the Abbasid caliphate. The research further discusses the etiquette of
entering the caliph’s presence, greeting him, sitting before him, speaking
in his court, lowering one’s voice, and avoiding behaviors that could
disturb the solemnity of the assembly , The study concludes that the
Abbasid caliph’s council was not merely a place for meetings or
administrative affairs; rather, it was a highly organized symbolic institution
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governed by strict rules of conduct. These rules aimed to preserve the
dignity of the caliph, regulate the behavior of officials and attendants, and
reinforce the authority of the caliphal institution. Hilal al-Sabi’s Rusum
Dar al-Khilafa therefore provides valuable insight into the administrative
culture, political etiquette, and ceremonial order of the Abbasid court.
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