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Abstract:

This study examines the depiction of women in classical Arabic texts in light of Lisan al-
‘Arab, focusing on the linguistic analysis of the vocabulary and constructions used to describe
women and illustrate their social and cultural roles. The research is based on the premise that
classical Arabic did not merely describe women physically but also conveyed ethical and social
connotations linking individual traits to their position in society. The study is organized around
three main axes: the vocabulary related to women, which presents a variety of terms describing
physical, psychological, moral, and social characteristics, with an analysis of their semantic
derivations and cultural connections; the semantic usage of these terms, highlighting how
language was employed to reinforce ethical and social values, and how literal and figurative
meanings differ across jurisprudential and literary texts; and women in classical Arabic texts in the
light of Lisan al-‘Arab, which focuses on analyzing poetic and prose texts that employ
terminology for women, emphasizing their social and moral roles, and the differences between
juristic and literary discourse in representing them. The study reveals that language in the Arab
heritage was not neutral; it served as a tool for shaping societal perceptions of women, whether in
praise or criticism, reflecting cultural, social, and religious values. VVocabulary related to women is
rich with precise derivations, and Arab heritage discourse shows clear variations across regions
and historical periods. The research concludes with key findings, including the diversity of
vocabulary, semantic precision, cultural bias, the close link between language and society, and the
continuity of women’s mental representation. Recommendations include further study of other
lexicons, conducting comparative studies, integrating findings into educational curricula, and
analyzing classical texts in light of contemporary research to provide a comprehensive
understanding of language, culture, society, and women’s status in Arab heritage.

Keywords: Women, Classical Arabic texts, Lisan al-‘Arab, Linguistic analysis, Social
semantics
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