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Abstract

This study investigates the crisis of identity and its manifestations in the novel Marafi’ al-
Hubb al-Sab‘a (The Seven Harbors of Love) by the Iraqi writer Ali Al-Qasimi. Adopting
an analytical approach, the research explores the philosophical and narrative dimensions of
identity formation and transformation. It begins with a theoretical framework defining
identity linguistically and conceptually, then analyzes its representations through four main
axes: the concept of identity, the conflict between existence and annihilation, identity and
.the philosophy of being, and identity between the hidden self and the presence of the Other
The study demonstrates that identity in the novel is portrayed as a dynamic and fluid
construct shaped by exile, migration, and love. The protagonist embodies an Inner struggle
between belonging and estrangement, self-assertion and dissolution, as well as between
existential fulfillment through love and writing and existential loss through alienation and
disappointment. Elements such as place, time, woman, and language function as central
pillars In shaping narrative ldentity, where homeland symbolizes belonging, language
embodies cultural identity, and love represents an existential path toward self-realization.
The research concludes that the novel presents an existential narrative reflecting the
complexities of contemporary Arab Identity amid political and cultural transformations,
affirming literature as a vital space for examining identity crises and their manifestations.
Keywords: Identity, Identity Crisis, Exile, Philosophy of Being, Self and Other, Narrative
Fiction, Ali Al-Qasimi.
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