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Abstract
This study examines the development of administration and public services
in the Sultanate of Oman during the period (1970-1996), with a particular
focus on the education sector as one of the main pillars of the modern
Omani renaissance. The research reviews the stages of educational
development since the beginning of the new era in 1970, when the
government initiated policies aimed at spreading free education and
opening schools throughout the country in order to eliminate illiteracy and
build a qualified human resource base capable of managing state
institutions. The study also highlights governmental efforts to develop the
educational system through five-year development plans, the expansion of
educational stages from primary to university education, the establishment
of vocational institutes and specialized colleges, the issuance of laws
regulating education, and the sending of students on scholarships abroad.
These policies contributed to a significant expansion in the number of
schools and students, as well as improvements in the quality of education,
culminating in the establishment of Sultan Qaboos University in 1986,

which represented a major milestone in higher education in Oman. The
study concludes that education was one of the most important tools for

development and state-building in Oman during this period.
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