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Religious Orientations and Their Relationship to Societal Customs
A.L. Ibtihal Kadhim Jabbar
Al-Qadisiyah University / College of Education
Abstract

Religion and religious standards have played a significant role in formulating
public policies and shaping the features of public life in various countries around
the world. The degree of religious influence on public life varies among
different peoples, as this influence has experienced fluctuations in many
countries throughout history. Religion is considered a focal point of
psychological study and analysis; religions organize their followers into specific
groups known by various names such as sects, denominations, movements, and
cells.

Religions and beliefs, as a way of life, play a major role in daily life, organizing
social relations, and determining individual and collective behavior. Religions
and beliefs did not stop at the boundaries of rituals, rites, dogmas, and divinity,
or at defining the relationship between man and the Creator; rather, they had a
significant impact on drawing the level and nature of relationships between
members of the same society. Furthermore, religions and beliefs defined the
relationship between their adherents and the followers of other religions and
sects, which took the form of legislation.
As an example, the Islamic religion has precisely organized the relationship with
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followers of other religions. Religion is an organizational method for life, a
point referred to by a group of scholars and orientalists. For instance, Professor
Charles Adams says: "Islam has always been, in the eyes of Muslims themselves,
a civilization and an orientation toward the world. Any aspect of the life of the
individual and society can only be considered a direct expression of Islam or
one of its consequences."
Moreover, religion and belief are linked to the happiness and sadness of their
followers.

Key terms ... Religious orientation , Religion , Religiousness , Customs and
traditions , Society
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